A MESSAGE BY Pastor IDOWU ILUYOMADE at the COD Digging For Gold Sen
of Tuesday, 15th July, 2014
Text — John 3:1 “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jews”

he Pharisees truly wanted to live a life of purity. Jesus said
T do what they say, but don't do what they do (Matthew 23:3
AMP). They had knowledge without understanding. The
Pharisees could recite and quote scriptures and give good
sermons. However, it is sad to note that they missed it. Jesus loved
the Pharisees, chastised them and He wanted to point them to the
right path. Indeed, He ate in their homes. The main problem that the
Pharisees had was that they were self-righteous. One of them came
to Jesus to ask whether he was right for the kingdom of God (Luke
18:20-21). They had good intentions but they missed it. When you
see them, they are cultural icons of righteousness. The way they
carried themselves and their outward appearance suggested
righteousness. What really mattered was what was inside. They had
agood publicimage but a good publicimage does not tell who you
really are. They had a lot of religious activities that focused on the
semblance of worshipping God but deep down they had personal
struggles. They did not know God because God came down in flesh
and they could not discern Him.
Indeed, we have Pharisees in our midst and the essence of our study
is for us to look at their lives as a mirror for our lives. If with all the
Pharisees did, they did not make it, then we must learn from their
mistakes. All scriptures are given to us as an example. It is an exposé
to understand their mistakes, what they believed in and acted on.

What s Self-Righteousness?

Self-Righteous is the believe you are flawless and good based on
some things you have been doing. The Pharisees were blameless as
regards to the righteousness of the law. They obeyed fully and
believed that they were good. Now, if that is their mistake, how then
do we know if we are self-righteous or not?

How Can We Identify People That Are Self-righteous?

1.They are proud.

2.They look down on others.

3.They condemn others in their heart, etc.

Itis a thin line and we need to be careful. The important thing is that
you need to recognise the fact that you cannot make it on your own,
in spite of your goodness. Recognise your lost state and the need for
a Saviour. But if you say 1 am good, that is self-righteousness. Unless
you get yourself to that state, there can't be help. If you humble
yourself you would be exalted. If you exalt yourself, you will be
brought low. Paul humbled himself to know Christ and what He had
done for him (Philippians 3:4-9)

Can You Be Righteous By Obeying The Law Alone?

Your obedience to the law alone cannot get you to where you are
going (Isaiah 64:6). The law demanded perfect obedience. If you
break one then you have broken all. That is why Christ came to fulfill
the law for us (Romans 3:10 & 23). Christ purchased our freedom
and redeemed us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:10-13)

There is no justification by works (Galatians 2:16). We are saved by grace (Ephesians 2: 8

9). If you could be justified by the law then there is no need for you to have faith in the
finished works of our LORD and Master, Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:23-24). Christ came to
infuse life into the law (Romans 7: 7-25). Your righteousness must exceed that of the
Pharisees. You must know where they went wrong before you can be sure that you are
going to Heaven. Jesus said in Matthew 5:17 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law
or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill" Jesus did not come to condemn
the world but to save the world (John 3:17). He kept the law in detail, He became a Perfect
Man and representative for all men (Hebrews 4:15). He was a man but He lived above sin,
that is why He can represent us all (2 Corinthians 5:21). We are resting on His goodness
and approval. Because we are in Christ Jesus, we are the righteousness of God. He paid
the penalty for all of us on the Cross. Everything that should have happened to us, He
took it upon Himself. Disobedience blocks blessings but obedience releases the
blessings of God in our lives (Deuteronomy 28:15). Everything we have is in Christ Jesus.
You have to wear Jesus like a garment everywhere you go. When you plead the blood of
Jesus, God sees the righteousness and obedience of Jesus and grants you access.

When you are young, even if you are entitled to an inheritance, there are
guardians/executors and people sitting upon your inheritance. You cannot talk because
you are under age and when you come of age, you get rid of the executors. Some
people/trespassers may have been sitting on your blessings and you may not know but
because of this teachings, you know that through Christ Jesus you have access to all the
blessings of God. All those things that you have been denied of is because of your
ignorance (Galatians 4:1-7). God says, you have come of age, it is time for you to begin to
possess your possessions — you are a joint heir. Once you rely on the righteousness of
Christ, you have direct access and all those things that you have been denied before now,
there will be a change of story in Jesus Name. We are empowered to live (Galatians 2:19
20, Romans 10:4-10).

Ifyou don't know Jesus as your LORD and personal Saviour, there is nothing you can do to
be justified before God. Even if you succeed and excel in life, how about your after life
(eternity)? Surrender and acknowledge that someone worked on your behalf. Being
born-again is an opportunity to have direct access to God. He will accept you and help
youto live right.

This is an excerpt, this sermon is available on CD at the Word and Sound stand
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re you experiencing an emergency
that requires divine intervention
and you wish there’s a way you
t in touch with the Church with

request?

Are you faced with a challenging condition
and you desire eamestly that the body of
Christ could lift you up in prayers?

Is a thorny situation forcing you to hold
compulsory vigils and you wish you could
get the brethren to pray along with you?

You need not keep wishing as you can send
your urgent and heartfelt prayer points via
SMS to our 24/7/365(6) prayer hotline and
our prayer warriors will help you pray on
your requests. We have a God that answers
prayers.

The hotline number is 0703 500 9000.
SMS only.

‘Bear ye another s burdens. .mlw'u//l
the law of Christ.” Gal
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But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles (Isaiah 40:31).

The Secrets to

Finishing Strong

A Message by Pastor ID at the Sunrise Service

of Sunday July 13, 2014

Bible Text: Matthew 26:36-46

ccording to Deuter
and Daniel 2:22 we know that God
has secrets and He indeed reveals
these secrets to us. For Daniel,
God revealed some secrets unto
him that gave him answers to
difficult problems. God's secret
revealed gives an edge in life and help us finish
strong
It is not everyone that starts a race that finishes
There are various examples in the Bible. Eli started
well but he didn't finish well. In fact, God changed his
mind concerning the promises He had earlier made
to Eli because he finished woefully (1 Samuel 2:30).
King Saul started well but didn't finish well. Whereas,
Saul of Tarsus didn't start well but he finish l

several examples of famous people who

| but didn't finish strong and because they

didn't finish strong, all the good in their good start is

no longer reckoned with or even remembered. Let

us take a look at somebody who started well and
finished strong; our LORD Jesus Christ

Hebrews 12:2 says "Looking unto Jesus the
Author and Finisher of your faith". He is the One
that can guarantee that you will reach your goal
He is the One that gave you that vision, and that
idea that will take you places, so don't leave Him
out of the equation. He says in John 15:15 that
"Without Me you can do nothing". If you take
your focus off Jesus, you will not finish strong
Christ started well and finished strong. He is the
perfect example to follow if you desire to start
right and finish well

The Secrets to Finishing Strong from the Life
of Jesus

+ Identify a task, goal or assignment: For there
to be the completion of anything, there must be
a task, goal or an assignment in focus. Christ
came to the earth on a mission and one of the
reasons Christ came was to redeem us from
eternal damnation
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CYRIL OGECHUKWU - DEBTORS OF MY
COMPANY PAID UP AFTER LAST DANCE
During the Thanksgiving Sunday on July 6, 2014, I
danced for many things and the LORD has started
answering some of my requests. The debtors of
my company paid us after the Last Dance. Also in
the month of May 2014, at the Holy Ghost Service,
Daddy G.O said we should ask God for one thing
and I asked that God should tip me in a foreign
currency. I left and not long after, a guest tipped
me in dollars on June 3, 2014. I thank God for all
He has done for me.

MARY - FRUIT OF THE WOMB AFTER
FOURTEEN YEARS, DELIVERANCE AND
PROVISION

1thank God for my sister that trusted God for the
fruit of the womb for the past fourteen years, she
delivered safely. All glory to God. Also, Ithank God
for delivering me from an accident that could
have taken my life. Finally, I thank God for
providing an accommodation for me.

BLESSING ODU - DELIVERANCE

God delivered me from what would have been a
robbery or kidnap incident on Saturday, July 5,
2014, on my way home after I had picked up my
car from from church. Before 1 left the church
premises, | said a word of prayer and headed
home. After the second toll gate on the Lekki-Epe
Expressway, I noticed a car moving slowly with the
head lights off. I drove past the car when I noticed
the car was trailing me. Later, I heard a loud bang.
Ilost and regained control of the car and heard a
voice clearly telling me not to stop. I continued
driving and they followed me until I diverted to
my estate junction and they sped pass me. While
driving into my estate, I wondered how I was
going to repair the damage on the car as a result
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Sunrise Service
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