DIGGING FOR (illlll

hat God desires us to be in prosperity i.e. financial
prosperity is not in doubt at all, because many

scriptures in the word of God says so e.g. Job 3:11, 3
John 2, Psalm 35:27 and Isaiah 1:19.

One thing that should be noted is that prosperity is one of the

many manifold blessings of God — it is a blessing from God

like healing, deliverance, salvation, etc

However, while the people of the world have several means

and methods of achieving prosperity which are ungodly, the

beauty of God prosperity is that, like all His blessings it makes

rich and adds no sorrow (Proverbs 10:22)

Prosperity as a blessing of God can be desired, prayed for and

activated by certain actions on our part (Psalm 118:25),
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1. For anyane to be prospered by God, he/she must have a
relationship with the God of prosperity ie. the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, God of RCCG, through Jesus
Christ, His only begotten Son. That is, one must be born
again, washed in the blood of Jesus and be a bonafide child of
God (John 3:16, John 10:10). To be prosperous without
Christ is disaster, calamity and self-destructive (Proverbs
20:17)

2. Obedience to God. For us to experience God's prosperity,
we must be willing not just to have a relationship with God
9i.e. salvation through Jesus Christ), but we must be willing
to obey Him (God) completely (Deuteronomy 28: 14, 29:29
and 1 Chronicles 22:13)

3. Studying, meditating and doing the word of God. For us to
experience God's kind of prosperity that lasts and outlive us,
we must be rich in the word of God (Colossians 3:16).
Studying it, doing it and meditating on it in our hearts always
(Josh. 1:8, Psalm 1:2-3)

4. Goodness to Israel. Unknown to many is the truth that our
actions and intention to the nation of Israel is a factor to be
presented by God. How we treat and react to issues
concerning the nation of Israel, goes a long way to affect how
prosperous we become (Psalm 122:6).

5. Absolute faith in God, Prosperity, like all other blessings of
God, can only be accessed by total and complete faith in God
as this is the only currency with which we can buy into God's
blessings (2 Chronicles 20:20, Nehemiah 2:20)

6. Tithing, Giving and Generosity. The Bible says he who must
have friends, must show himself friendly (Proverbs 18:29),
the same goes for prosperity.

If we must be prosperous, we ourselves must be tithers,
givers and generous. We must pay. ourtuxhc(Mala(hn 3:7-12),

we must be cheerful givers and generous to all around us (Luke 6:38, 2 Corinthians
8:15, 2 Corinthians 9:7).

WHY SOME MAY NOT EXPERIENCE GOD'S OVERFLOWING PROSPERITY
As much as itis God's desire for us to be blessed and prosperous financially (3 John 2),
itis unfortunate that some and indeed majority still live in poverty and lack. It must be
realised that this is not God's fault but theirs (Proverbs 22:2). Hence, we wish to look
at why some are not blessed financially.

1. Enemies of God. Once we are not born again. Once we don't have a relationship with
Christ, we are in essence rebellious towards God and hence cannot prosper
(Deuteronomy 28:29, Isaiah 59:10)

2. Living in and covering our sins. Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:8-10.

3. Being angry with God for our condition and situation. Isaiah 54:17, Psalm 119:165
4. The Miserly. Being miserly towards God, the work and people of God and to all
around us (Proverbs 23:6, Proverbs 28:22, Deut. 15:9)

BENEFITS OF GOD'S PROSPERITY

Whenever God decides to promote people into prosperity, He does it in style. He does
it with overflowing prosperity. For example in 1 Samuel 2:8, Psalm 113:7. He says, He
can lift from the dunghill to the palace. Also, He said in Psalm 50: 10-11 that the cattle
upon a thousand hills are His. He does not need us to have them. Again, He said in
Psalm 105:7, He brought them out with silver and gold and there was none feeble
among them, i.e. prosperity without sickness or sorrow.

» God can prosper individuals as He did for Joseph in Genesis 41:1-end.

= God can also prosper a whole family/household as He did for the house of Obededom
in2Samuel 6:1-12,

» God can prosper a Bible believing and united Church as He did for the early church,
where the Bible said they lacked nothing (Acts 4:32-37)

God canalso prosper a nation as He did for the nation of Israel with the four lepersin 2
Kings 7:3-20.

In all four instances cited above, God prospered them to overflowing level. Their cases
were hopeless and beyond human redemption but the God of overflowing prosperity
intervened and turned their cases to spectacular testimonies and reference point for
divine prosperity.

That is why we are very confident that in 2014, our God of overflow that changeth not
will miraculously bless many, turning them from poverty into prosperity, from lack to
abundance and from few to many.

God bless you
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But they that wait upon the LORD shall ranew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles (Isaiah 40:31).

ow do you feel when you are

betrayed? Shocked, cold,

numb, angry, bitter and hurt?

You should not allow

bitterness take root but rather
pursue peace with others [Heb 12:14-15].
People betray others for reasons such as
jealousy, insecurity and greed. Judas was
pushed by love of money to betray Jesus.
But we are taught by 1 Tim 6:10 that
godliness with contentment is great gain.
Judas was dishonest and opposed the
generous spending done to honour Jesus.
If you are against it when people spend
lavishly to honour God, you need to
question yourself. Judgment will begin in
the house of God [1 Peter 4:18). People
betray God in various ways which include
idolatry and materialism

When people betray you, you should
forgive. If we don't forgive, neither will God
forgive us. Jesus is our example [1 Peter
2:21-25]. He didn't retaliate when
offended. He addressed Judas as friend
even when Judas gave him the kiss of death
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But Jesus did not comn \ DACHUSE He
of man, for He knew

[Matt 26:50). Joseph forgave his brothers who sold
him into slavery [Gen 50:15-21]. We should repay
no one evil for evil but leave vengeance to God who
says He will repay [Rom 12:17-21]. Everyone may do
as they please now, but God will judge all things.
Therefore Rev 22:11 says, “He who is unjust, let him
be unjust still; he whois filthy, let him be filthy still; he
who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is
holy, let him be holy still."

God surely repays. On one hand, He will compensate
us for the troubles we go through, and on the other
hand, He will deal with those who hurt us. It is not in
vain that we seek God [Isa 45:19]. Promising to
reward His people, God said in Isa 65:23, “They shall
not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat; for as the days of a tree, so shall be the
days of My people, and my elect shall long enjoy the
work of their hands. They shall not labour in vain..."
Prov 19:17 says God will pay back to those who help
the needy.

God indeed defends those who are unfairly treated
and fights for the downtrodden and the betrayed. In
Gen 29:31 He opened the womb of Leah to make up
for her unjust treatment. Those who have been
rejected, passed over, looked over, jilted, and
betrayed will be rewarded by God.
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And Dreams Come

The stone the builders rejected will become the
chief cornerstone [Ps 118:22]. So do not lament
that God has forsaken you. He cannot forget you
just like a woman cannot forget her nursing child
[Isa 49:14-16]. In Esther 6:1 the king could not
sleep because Mordecai had not been given his
due. In Genesis 41:9 the butler who forgot Joseph
in jail remembered and spoke to Pharaoh about
him. David, in 2 Samuel 9:1 inquired if there was
any relation of his friend Jonathan that he might
show kindness to them for Jonathan's sake. God
will cause you to be remembered for good. Your
reward will make you say it was good you were
afflicted [Ps 119:71]. You will not, like in Psalm
73:3, be envious of the prosperity of the wicked.

It is better when God repays you. You will be glad
you didn't get the employment you failed to secure
and progress in the relationship that broke off.
Your current suffering is nothing to be compared
with the testimony that shall come [Rom 8:18].
God will make you glad according to the days in
which you have been afflicted [Ps 90:15).

You shall have double honour in place of your
shame [Isa 61:7]. You will be forced to forget the
years of pain because God will reward you. God
will restore the years that have been lost [Joel
2:25]. Like in Joseph's case, what the enemy
intended for evil will be turned around for your
good. ..contd...

AUGUSTAGILBERT

—INCREASE AFTER LASTDANCE

During the October 2013 Last Dance, | asked
God for an increment in my salary. Throughout
2013, | gave more than 10% of my salary as tithe
offering. In January 2014, my salary was
doubled. Also, God provided me with a new
house and a new car in November and December
31, 2013 respectively. Thank you LORD!

AYOADE ADEBOYE
—PROVISION AFTER LAST DANCE

God provided me with a good car at a good
bargain. Also, He provided me with a decent
accommodation. ..contd..
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